welcome
to the TDP newsletter - July 2009

Project Partners ➤➤

The newsletter…
...goes to all our supporters
to keep you up-to-date with
the work we are doing on the
Foreshore.

Forthcoming Events
London’s River Revealed
Uncover secrets from the deep in our
exciting series of events running as part
of the Festival of British Archaeology.
Explore the archaeology of the Thames
with two weeks of free adult and family
events. Meet experts who will reveal
hidden histories of London’s river. Enjoy
weekday gallery tours and talks and a
whole host of family activities on the
weekend of 1 and 2 August. Handle some
of the intriguing objects found in the
Thames and find out just how they are
preserved. You can make your own boats
and Roman style lamps and learn about
the skeletons of people that lived and
worked by the river.
All these events and many more will be
taking place at the Museum of London
Docklands. From lectures on sunken
Tudor ships to riverside tours, Iron Age
storytelling to paper boat making - the
river runs through the activities for all
ages. Our experts have fishy tales and
foreshore finds aplenty, featuring all
manner of weird and wonderful watery
treats including coracles, mudlarks,
elephant gods and whale-bones.
Find out more at The Museum of
London Website

This is our Festival of British
Archaeology special edition.
We hope you can join us for
some of these fun events on
the foreshore
If you would like to contribute
in anyway to this newsletter,
please get in touch with
Lorna: 07917 758833
The next TDP newsletter will
be sent out in early October
2009. about our project:
www.thamesdiscovery.org

Archeological Dowsing
Middlesex and Surrey Archaeological Dowsers
Saturday 18th July 2009 10.30am - 4.30pm
Terrace Room, Gunnersbury Park
Museum, Popes Lane, Acton, W3
8LQ
The Middlesex and Surrey archaeological
dowsers will be locating and marking out
the sites of hidden buildings which may
include an ice house and a medieval
building. Dowsing can be used to assist
archaeologists in their work by quickly
locating hidden buildings etc. and marking
them out for further investigation. The
dowsing team will be locating and
marking out any hidden buildings in the
grounds of Gunnersbury Park, weather
permitting. There will also be a talk and
demo of dowsing and information on what
the archaeological dowsers are doing.

Contact Keith Harmon or the museum
on 0208 9921612 for more details.
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More Forthcoming Events

Party on the Pier

Just Divine
Middlesex and Surrey Archaeological Dowsers
Friday 17th July 2009 at 2.30pm & 7pm
Terrace Room, Gunnersbury Park Museum, Popes Lane, Acton, W3
8LQ

Sunday 26 July 12.30 onwards

Festival of British Archaeology talks given by Keith Harmon, Chairman of
MSAD on dowsing and it’s many uses, including application to archaeology.
Participants will be able to try dowsing for themselves. There will be an
admission fee of £2 for each adult.

FREE River trips

Contact Keith Harmon or the museum on
0208 9921612 for more details.

Fun at Fulham

Chiswick Pier, Corney Reach Way,
Chiswick

Enjoy FREE 30 minute boat trips
sponsored by Chiswick Pier Trust
and Fullers aboard “Princess
Freda – a Dunkirk Little Ship. Also
on the river why not try a canoe
taster session with the Chiswick
Pier Canoe Club?
TDP Activities

Thursday 23rd July
Join the Fulham Palace archaeologists and the Thames Discovery
Programme for a Festival of British Archaeology event and explore
the history and archaeology of the Palace and its riverside site.
Activities include a guided foreshore walk, finds identification and
learning about archaeological techniques.
There are limited tickets for this event.
For more information, and bookings, please contact the Palace
directly:
Phone: 020 7736 3233

Meanwhile back at the Pier House,
Dr Damian Goodburn, the ancient
woodwork specialist, will be
making reproductions of ancient
woodwork, archaeological artists
will help children make foreshore
inspired art for them to keep and
the TDP Foreshore Recording and
Observation Group will be working
on the archaeology at Chiswick
with an information stall with
images and finds from the project.
Other Fun at the Pier

Email: museum@fulhampalace.org

Fulham Palace
Bishop’s Avenue
Fulham
London
SW6 6EA

Adults and children alike will be
delighted to know that Punch &
Judy will be back and for the
younger ones a bouncy castle.
Browse a great selection of stalls,
have a bite to eat from the BBQ, a
drink from the Fullers bar or tea,
cakes and ice cream. Relax and
soak up the atmosphere by the
river whilst listening to our ever
popular band – Shenanigans. The
fun starts at 12.30 when the Pier
House and the bar open.

welcome
to the TDP newsletter - July 2009

More Forthcoming Events

Treasures of the Thames

Tower of London Open Foreshore

Old Royal Naval College

Open Foreshore Sessions 25th & 26th July
This annual event will centre around public access to the Thames
foreshore at the Tower of London, the only time of the year when this is
possible. The foreshore here is an outstanding archaeological resource,
with finds giving evidence for 2,000 years of activity at the site. Make no
mistake – this is real archaeology, really from the Tower of London!
Related activities (on dry land!) will involve the City of London
Archaeological Society, Thames 21, Thames Discovery Programme, the
Royal Armouries, the Port of London Authority and others. The event
makes everything as hands-on as possible, with real artefacts as well as
replicas, and a wide variety of activities relating not only to archaeology
but also ecology, river safety, armour and art. You can find out more about
the COLAS events on their website
Times
Foreshore access depends entirely on tidal conditions. Low tide
access this year is expected to be from approximately 10:30 am until
12:30 pm on Saturday and approximately 11:00 am until 1:00 pm on
Sunday. These timings are dependant on the tides and may vary.
There will be a variety of activities on Tower Wharf between 10 am
and 4:00 pm on both days. In the interests of public, staff and
volunteers’ safety, Historic Royal Palaces and its partners in this
event reserve the right to vary times and access arrangements
depending on tidal circumstances. Access to the foreshore is
strictly controlled because of the tidal nature of the river Thames.
How to get there
Tube: Tower Hill - Rail: Fenchurch Street or London Bridge - Bus: 15, 42,
78, 100, RV1 - River: Tower Pier

Saturday 25th
10.30 – 12.30

July

2009

from

Learn how to sort and identify
archaeological objects at the Old
Royal Naval College during the
Festival of British Archaeology
2009, in conjunction with the
Thames Explorer Trust
Booking
This two hour object-handling
session is suitable for ages 7+ and
costs £6 for adults and £4 for
children. To book please call the
Old Royal Naval College directly
on 020 8269 4799. For more
information and directions, please
visit the Old Royal Naval College
website.
How to get there
DLR: Cutty Sark Gardens for
Maritime Greenwich
Underground: Jubilee Line to
Canary Wharf and change to DLR
Overland: From Charing Cross,
Waterloo East, Cannon Street,
Dartford and London Bridge to

A Place by the Thames
Monday 20th July 2009
Fulham Palace
Explore the ancient riverscape of Fulham Palace with
this informative evening lecture given by Phil Emery
(Gifford - Cultural Heritage and Archaelology) and
Nathalie Cohen (Thames Discovery Programme) on
the riverside site of Fulham Palace.
Book tickets directly through Fulham Palace - 0207
7363233
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FROG Trained? Then we want you!

Keep an eye…

By the time you read this, our Summer Fieldwork Season will be in full swing. We
have recently completed the first week of recording work at Alderman Stairs (June
2009), where we examined
the remains of a vessel,
partially preserved beneath
later concrete, and the
waterman’s causeway (see
below).
You are welcome to attend
as many or as few dates as
you are able. The aims of
the summer season are twofold. Firstly, the fieldwork
will give all of you the
opportunity to consolidate and build upon the initial training undertaken at Custom
House, Isleworth or Charlton. Secondly, we are expanding the number of key sites
available for detailed recording through the work at Alderman Stairs, Putney and
Bermondsey. Through this summer’s work we hope that as the FROG teams gain in
confidence and familiarity with the six key sites examined this year that discussions
can begin at the FORESHORE FORUM (November 14 @UCL – put the date in your
diary now!) about different groups adopting these foreshore zones for monitoring and
recording.
We are looking at ways of further ways of developing and refining our survey
methodologies – working with Museum of London Archaeology’s Geomatics section.
So far the work has involved locating baselines across structures, and emplacing
temporary bench marks on sites, to enable survey and recording by members of the
Foreshore Recording and Observation Groups. Contour surveys have been also
undertaken to provide a topographic record of the foreshore
surface – it is hoped that this data can be used to help
monitor erosion over the lifetime of the project, together
with the detailed hand drawn records created by the FROG
teams.
Dr Stuart Brookes (GIS Officer) has been
discussing with LP Archaeology how the data will be
presented on the Thames Discovery’s website via ARK (the
Archaeological Recording Kit) – please contact Stuart
(s.brookes@thamesdiscovery.org) if you would like to know
more.

- Nathalie

As always, please keep an eye
on the website for updated
information regarding events,
fi e l d w o r k a n d v o l u n t e e r
opportunities. I look forward to
seeing you out on site this
summer!
The dates and places of the
remaining three weeks of
fieldwork are as follows:
•
•
•

Week 2: Charlton (27-31
July)
Week 3: Putney (22-27
August)
Week 4: Bermondsey
(19-24 September)

These sessions are open to any
FROG member who has
completed Days 1 and 2 of
training; please email Eliott Wragg
(Field
O f fi c e r )
at
e.wragg@thamesdiscovery.org to
book.

Cohen, Team Leader

Newsletter written by Lorna Richardson, the TDP Outreach Officer and designed by Clare Richardson TDP Volunteer

